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15, SUMMARY: (Loeve Dlank)
Lt P ;

1.' Report forwards wnofficial transiation of Dominican Law No. 186 of 13 Septemw=
ber 1967. Law 186 establishes a 6 mile limit for Dominican territorial waters,
ingtead of the previous three mile limi%; declares that the Bays of Manzanillo, .
Rincon, Samana, Yuma, Ocoa s Neybz, avd Aguilas are internal waters over which
the Dominican Republie will exercige ceonplohe sovorsignty; establishes the
"historical" Bays of Santo Domingo and iIscoceza over which the Dominican Fepublic
will exercise full sovereignty; caotabliohes a "oontiguous zone® exiending toward

ey

the high sea six miles beyond the terii
Republic will exercise rights of sovrre

. to‘exploration and exploitation of its n;ifui"al resources; and declares that in
general the Dominican Republic has a special interest in the maintenance and

conservation of the resources of the sea

I wrters; suys that the Dominican
over fts continental sheif in respess

in the Silwer Nanks and the Navidad £

Bankse The translation of Law No. 166 4in 4his 1
of the Armed Forces General ‘Order Numbep 5777 A
in full Ffor the knowledge of the members o

lo The following is an unofficis? trosulseion
13 September 1967: -

NUMBER: 186~

Art. 1. - Establishes as territorial waters of’ the Dominican Republic, the
he bz goasts of the islands over which
the Dominican Republic exerciees sovereigniy, measured from the low water line
or from a perpendicular to the bass lines dupending|on

zone of the sea adjacent to its coasts and

miles in the direction of the high seza.

cord was made from Seeraiariat

: Armed Forces.t

5§ Dominican Law Nusber i86 of

¥y which reprinted Law fo. 186 |~ !
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the case, extending six 5

17. DOWNGRADING GAT A

~ NOT REQULRED

16. OISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

CINCLANT(w/ encl) :
USCINCSO (w/ encl)
COMCARIB (w/ encl)
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18, ATTACHMENT DATA:

P 1 Enclosurs:
i le One copy of

Law 136
in Spanish, - .
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. »i e evast comprised betuween ‘

Art 2. - The B&ys of FowmaniT ey 80 Lean
%he axis of the mouth of the H:m Mamacrs ¢ Dajabon and Punta Manzanillo F&,mrmg S ;
between Cabo Cabron and Cabe Samans; & A ¢ nebireen Gabo Sanans and Cabe San E ;
Rafael; Yuma, buwtween Punin © g Jives Awlies, fetucen Punta ! !
Magdalena and Punta Cauc . : 252 Salinas ang Punta Hertun Gewelayl
¥evba, between Punis M ‘ . Ponta Avovenas aad Agaalss, botwesn Cabe K
Falso and Cabo Hojop aiigg e initiam of 8 bay, consdéquently s‘§
the waters that fall wiclin i*.% 5] sah onneeh the poinds thet delimid them i
8ra Internal waters and therefors subject %o full state sovereignty. g
: Paragraph 1, = Egtablishes ag hisworiesal bww; the Bays of Santo Domingo, l‘j
that part of the coast comprisesd betwesn fun®a Palenque and Cabo Caucedo; and i
EBcocesa, between .Cabo Frances Viejo and fahn Onbhron. Consequently, the waters d
of these Bays which fall within the riznt mmeler fowmed by the points that doters 4
mine them are internal waters and axe subject t@;f\ﬂ’l national sovereigniye %
Parapraph 2. = The territorial wats vasond %6 the Bays of Santo Domingo,
Epeocesa and other Yays sad po weters will be medaured from 4
perpendiculars to the base Lines Shel esan 3 points that delimit them ‘and 4
in the direction toward the high seas ‘ 1
Art 3. - Establishes s supplementary zone ccntiguous to the ferritorial :
w}ters called "Contiguous Zone", .consisting of s 'zone of the sea based on the 5
outer limit of the former and exiending %tr naukical miles in the direction of L
Qhe high seae ] H
Paragraph = In this contiguous zone the Uummicm Stete will exercise the A
powers of Jurisdiction snd conbral : @ prevent Infractions agaiunst ) k
its laws of health, revenue, cust Y wenieebicon and comservation of fish snd : i
other natural resources of the ses,
> Art he ~ The delimitations and juridisal regulations of the territorial
waters and of the contiguous zone of the Boy of Manzaniilo and its vicinities :
will be established by means of a treat. > madg g e of adtie
Meanwhile, the Dominican Republic wili i rules of international law o
of equity that have come to be observer 3 i Ray abd its neighboring watera. "
Art 5 = The delimitation of the dertit+ini “aibare sod the contiguovs f
zone in the mouth of the Rio Pedernai=u wu aome In agreement with ths rules
of international law.
Art 6 = The Dominican State declarsg % m‘ag in general, it has a special H
interest in maintaining the productivity o Vi resourcss of the sea in any part |
of the high sea adjacent 4o its tervitcyinsi w-%ew i and therefors reserves i -
the right to participate, under equal conditions, in every organization of studies g '
and in every system of investbgzaticu or reeulation relative to the conservation 4
of ihe mentioned resources in any of the zmmwes of the high sea, even though its 5
nationals have not and would not dedicale ighemaelvea to their exploitaticne 5
Paragraph - COnsequently, it 15 dwcliommd of qat.:l onal interest the conser- 4
vation and maintainance of the produc».wit« v of ths resources of the sea in the i
Silwer Banks (Banco de la Plata) whose center is loocated at Latitude 20-32.5 sN i
longitude 69-42W, and the Navidad Banks {ei Banco de Navidad) whose center is
located at latitude 20-0IN, longitude 68-5iW. Lo S
o) Cd
Art 7 - The Dominican State will asersisme Hm rights of sovereignty over i
the oontinental shelf i&n respect to its explomrion and the exploitation of its * ;,
] .- 1%
L j
1
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natural resources. Tt;erefore, no one will bs able to undertake the cited aciiv-
"ities without the express consent of the Dominican State,

Paragraph = For the purpos- of $hig articlo s the expression "conti:iental
shelf® means: a) the bed of the sea and the subgoll of the submarine zones
adjacent to the coast but lo~:: 27 of the zone of the territotlal waters
up t¢ a depth of 200 metvers or wos: Lrow 3hiy Limit, o5 for az whére the depth
f the overhead waters permit the exploitation of the natural resources of said
zones; b) The bed of the sea and subsoil of similar submarine regions adjacent
?o the coasts of the islands vnder Duminican sovereignty., .

Art 8 - The present law supercedes any other law or part of a law that
may be to the contrarye
~

GIVEN in Santo Domingo de Guzman, Nationnl District, Capital of the Dominican
Bepublic, on the thirteenth day of Sepiembher 1967. '

COMMENT: One reason for increasing ithe {srritorial waters 1imit from three to
six miles and sealing off certain waters as bays or "historical"bays was probably
to aid the Dominican Government~-particularly the Navy--in anti-smuggling
operations by extending the jurisdiction of suthority. , ‘
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